
Built into the dramatic landscape overlooking Lake Wanaka and 
the peaks of the Southern Alps, this luxurious but liveable lodge was 
designed to reflect its stunning natural surrounds and the eclectic 
tastes of its globetrotting owners, writes Joanna Tovia.

HOUSE OF STONE 
AND WOOD



Oversized wooden doors set in stone open 
to reveal a grand entry lined with walls of 
old suitcases stacked to the ironbark rafters, 
which give Piwakawaka Point its rugged 

good looks. The owners of this dream holiday home 
on the shores of Paddock Bay have lived all over the 
world, amassing suitcases, art and furniture as they go.

“They love collecting old and interesting things, 
and collected many of these trunks and suitcases 
during their travels abroad,” says interior designer 
Elle Grant. “It was a fun and interesting way of 
saying ‘put your bags down, you’re home’.” 

Architect Matt Chaplin, of Sumich Chaplin Architects 
in Auckland, says the owners wanted a family lodge 
with strong, simple forms that echoed New Zealand’s 
rural sheds. “However, the house had to blend into the 
imposing landscape and not compete with it,” Chaplin 
says. “The use of stone and wood was paramount.”

The house also needed to be able to accommodate 
two large families at a time and to be as inviting in 
winter as it was in summer. For this reason, the lodge 
has a series of outdoor courtyards and terraces and is 
oriented to capture as much of the sun as possible.

Inspired by nature
Glenorchy schist stone gives the six-bedroom, six-
bathroom lodge its rustic exterior, in line with the 
architect’s quest to have it tie in with the land. “The schist 
stone walls that face the buried portions of the house 
continue into the contour of the land,” says Chaplin. 
“The areas both inside and around these walls create 
sheltered courtyards and landscaped spaces.”

There are no polished surfaces or smooth veneers in 
the house; although the owners required plenty of neutral 
wall space to display their impressive art collection, 
texture was encouraged. As a result, interior walls feature 
railway sleepers, rugged stone and bleached, aged teak. 

Contemporary pieces and customised furniture 
complement the eclectic mix of antiques the 
owners acquired on their travels. The 14-seat 
dining table, for example, was made from 
two old monastery doors they found in China, 
complete with the original iron strappings.

Instead of an antler chandelier common in lodges, 
the central Great Room features a chandelier of dried 
twigs painted white to symbolise winter frosts and 

snow that settles on branches outside. And instead 
of traditional animal trophy heads, a collection of 
‘faux taxidermy’ pieces add a playful touch.

Piwakawaka Point was named after a native 
New Zealand bird. “These friendly birds are very 
common around the property and happily flit around 
people ... they love humans,” Grant says.

Influences from the landscape abound. The house 
is located by a lake formed by glacial action, so 
boulders and stones cover the surrounding snow-
capped mountains and beaches on the lakeshore. 
Some of the home’s basins and baths are made from 
the larger boulders and in the ‘wine cave’, these rocks 
have been incorporated into the walls and ceiling. 

The fabrics in the home were also chosen with care to 
reflect natural materials found in the local countryside. 

As for the colour palette, Grant says it was largely 
determined by the colours of the landscape, from the 
golden fields in the summertime, to the grey/black of 
distant mountains, to the white of the snow; to the dark 
blue of the lake on a stormy day and to the red of farm 
barns and tractors. “Colours throughout the house were to 
be timeless, but not bland, just like nature,” she says.   
Piwakawaka Point is available as a holiday 
rental through MajorDomo. majordomo.co.nz

01 The grand entry features a feature wall of vintage suitcases 02 The timeless design reflects 
the outdoors 03 Glenorchy schist gives the lodge its rustic exterior 04 ‘Faux taxidermy’ in the 
Great Room adds a playful touch 05 The interior colour palette is inspired by nature.  
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