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a rock to 
call home



On the outskirts of Waipukurau in Central Hawke’s Bay is 
one of the district’s most imposing historic homesteads. 
Mount Vernon is a grand, two-storey, Category 1 listed 

home, nestled amongst mature trees and park-like 
gardens. Built in 1882, the homestead was owned by the 

Harding family for five generations until being sold to 
current owner, Tim Coddington, in 2017. 

Tim, originally from Central Hawke’s Bay himself, had 
been living overseas for years when Mount Vernon came 
on the market. “I sort of bought the house sight unseen, 
although I had been here as a child. I remember visiting 

when I was about eight or nine years old.”



T
im Coddington originally left New 
Zealand in the 1970s to begin what 
would become an acclaimed career 
in the film industry. “I started out as 
a horse wrangler on Wild Horses,” he 
explains. “I had grown up with horses 
in Central Hawke’s Bay, doing the pony 

club and showjumping that everyone does around here. 

“I remember being on that first set and thinking ‘I could 
organise this better than they are’. I’d just come out of 
the military, so that training gave me the skills I needed. 
Forty years later, I’m still trying to prove that I can 
organise things better than other people,” he laughs. 

His four-decade career as a producer includes many 
significant features and television series shot in 
Hollywood, New Zealand, and around the world. Some 
of his recent projects include Mulan, Crazy Rich Asians, 
two seasons of Marco Polo, plus Prince Caspian and The 
Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe from the Narnia film 
series. And of course, Mr. Pip.

“Another film I did was Emperor, with Tommy Lee Jones, 
which we shot in New Zealand and in Japan,” he says. 
“And back in the 80s I worked on a lot of little British 
films when I was in the UK, including Clockwise, with 

John Cleese, and I did some time on Full Metal Jacket with 
Stanley Kubrick. Quite a smattering really. It’s been 
truly diverse!”

Looking for a base back in New Zealand, Tim had 
originally planned to buy an apartment in Auckland, 
but found the polar opposite in the sprawling, eight-
bedroom Mount Vernon. 

Mount Vernon had been severely damaged 
in the 1931 Napier earthquake, and while 
partially renovated in the 1950s, there had 
been no major work done on the property 
until Tim’s purchase in 2017. The western 
side of the house had not been lived in for 
80 years, and in the upstairs bedrooms the 
walls were unlined, crumbling and full of 
bird nests. 

He began an intensive restoration project that took a 
team of tradespeople eighteen months. “I knew the 
house would need a lot of work, but it was an even 
bigger task than I expected. We did the roof straight 
away because it was leaking in about seven places. The 
first priority was to get it waterproof.”



Tim’s special vintage car, 
sitting in pride of place 
outside the entrance to 
Mount Vernon, is a 1951 
Light 15 Citroën, which 
he has had since 1979
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We can renovate your Bathroom & Wardrobe! 

AWNINGS | BALUSTRAUDE | BATHROOMS | FENCING & GATES | INSECT SCREENS | SECURITY SCREENS & ROLLER SHUTTERS | SHOWERS
WARDROBE DOORS & ORGANIZERS 

  

With our own Designers, Builders & Installers, the 
team at HomePlus can arrange your Bathroom 
Renova on from concept to comple on… 

From Wire Ven ated Wardrobe Organizer to our 
Wall Hung or Floor Mounted Melamine Systems, 
HomePlus has a range to suit any budget or home...  

Visit our Showroom at 1014 Omahu Road, HASTINGS or Call Now (06) 879 8397 for your FREE Measure & Quote!

But a large part of the renovation work was 
invisible: replumbing and rewiring the whole 
house and installing sprinklers, gas and 
central heating.

Upstairs, Tim removed every second 
bedroom to create ensuite bathrooms for the 
remaining six rooms, but his philosophy for 
the renovation was to be as sympathetic to 
the original style as possible, preserving and 
enhancing the house’s heritage character. 

Mount Vernon has many unique 
features. For a house built in 
1882, the cavity sliding doors of 
the upstairs bedrooms were well 
ahead of their time.

The full-size basement is also unusual for 
the era of the house. When Tim purchased 
the property, the basement used to flood, 
so he added extensive drainage around the 
foundations and reconcreted the floors. 
Alongside a walk-in wine cellar, he is 
working to create a media room, gym, and a 
second prep kitchen – Downton Abbey-style 
– for bottling and preserving fruit from Mount 
Vernon’s on-site orchard.

Tim Coddington and his partner, Duyen Hackett



On the ground floor, the generously-proportioned 
dining and day rooms have a 14-foot stud, with 
full-length velvet drapes, a critical component 
for retaining warmth. “If you’re heating the 
whole house it sucks up the national credit pretty 
quickly!” Tim laughs. “But if it’s just Duyen [Tim’s 
partner] and me here, we isolate the central heating 
to just the rooms we want. It takes about a day for 
the house to warm up – you need to turn on the oil 
heaters well before guests arrive.”

When it came to decorating, Tim says that he and 
Duyen wanted to find the balance between heritage 
and contemporary decor. “We didn’t want anything 
too ‘Miss Havisham’, no lace or doilies, but modern 
furniture wouldn’t have been appropriate either.” 

The result is a tasteful mix of Asian antiques, plump 
sofas and elegant soft furnishings in subtle shades that 
tie in with the native timbers and historical furniture – 
like the grand piano and grandfather clock, both dating 
back to 1834 – that belong with the house. 

Tim also has much movie memorabilia from the many 
film projects he has worked on. In the wide upstairs 
hallway, a large fan that featured prominently in Crazy 
Rich Asians is on display, and in the master bedroom the 
vibrant upholstery of the bedhead is crafted with fabric 
from the set of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.

In the book-lined study, swords from 
Narnia sit alongside the desk used by 

Tim, surrounded by the books in Mount 
Vernon’s library, which originally belonged 
to the Harding family



Tommy Lee Jones in Emperor 
and a framed Chinese artwork 
that appeared in Mulan. On an 
adjacent wall, the line of masks 
from Papua New Guinea were 
collected when Tim was on 
location filming Mr. Pip.

“Mr. Pip was a wonderful challenge for 
me,” Tim says. “I still love the film. It’s 
brutal and hard for people to watch, 
so it was never going to do well at the 
box office, but to take a film crew to 
Bougainville and make it work – you 
don’t get that sort of opportunity often.

“To be honest, it’s the smaller films that 
I find more enjoyable than the big-
budget ones. We had a really lovely time 
doing Crazy Rich Asians – that was a lot 
of fun, but it was a challenge, because 
we didn’t have a lot of money. Although 
you do have a lot more resources and 
are working with really good people on 
projects like Mulan and the Narnia films; 
there’s just a bit more intimacy with 
smaller productions.

Marble benchtops in the kitchen were 
sourced from a Hawke’s Bay company 
after previous ones imported from China 
were dropped at the wharf – twice

The sunny day room

Tim’s polo ponies at 
Mount Vernon’s stable



Beautiful native timbers feature 
throughout the homestead
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OUR WOMEN IN TRADES
Once upon a time the trades were 
viewed as a ‘man’s job’. Thankfully the 
world has moved on. 

To celebrate International Women’s 
Day on 8th March we spoke to our 
four ‘tradie’ women at Douglas to 
share with you their insights into 
life in the workshop and job site... 

Mostly I enjoy moving around, 
doing different things. I always 
saw myself doing practical and 
physical work.” 

I haven’t seen any challenges 
regarding being a woman in 
this role - so far so good.” - 
Georgie

I enjoy the team aspect - 
everyone bringing their 
knowledge together to get the 
job done. I love learning new 
things and watching others use 
their skills.” 

No one seems to have any 
preconceived notions about 
a woman working differently - 
people are open to letting you 
show what skills you have and 
teaching you what you don’t 
know. - Tam

Douglas are grateful for our local ace 
team of both Jacks and Jills of the 
trade. Applications are welcome.
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“I’ve been very lucky that all the projects I’ve 
worked across have been with good people,” 
Tim adds. “Not all of them are successful, but 
that’s the way it is. The stakes are quite high with 
movies. There is a lot of money involved and 
you’re dealing with very strong personalities. But 
managing all that is just part of my job.”

With Covid-19 changing the shape of the industry and curtailing 
Tim’s international film projects, all his recent work has been 
based in New Zealand. “Most recently I’ve been working on the 
ten-episode Cowboy Bebop series for Netflix, which is a live action 
remake of Japanese anime, based in Auckland.

One of the upstairs ensuites
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“After that, who knows what 
2021 will bring?” Tim says. 
“You never really know. A 
project can be all go, and then 
suddenly the plug gets pulled 
for all sorts of reasons. 

“But I think there’s a bit of gypsy in me 
that doesn’t mind the uncertainty. There 
is an appeal in the unknown. When 
you’re working project by project, you 
are only as good as your last job. The 
whole concept of job security has never 
been there for me, ever. So, you apply 
yourself to every job with as much skill 
and vigour as you can to make sure you 
are in line for the next one. 

“I love getting to work overseas with 
different nationalities and cultures, but 
Mount Vernon is just wonderful to come 
back to. It’s the best rock you could 
dream of having.”

The fan that featured in Crazy Rich Asians

Tim and Duyen collect 
lemons from the orchard


